
The profile ratings of the Music Ventures
Curriculum Materials indicate its curricu-
lar design is consonant with its goals of
music learning and integration with litera-
cy skill development. That is, the curricu-
lum itself (a) ensures its conceptual validi-
ty by addressing authentic learning
processes and concepts in both language
arts and music, and at the same time (b)
ensures its practical validity by virtue of its
focus on organizational clarity and teacher
user-friendliness.

Curriculum Implementation,
Modeling, Guidance

The following inquiry questions addressed
the area of quality and relevance of class-
room practices to the curriculum or pro-
gram design:

• How do the Music Ventures curricula
or programs differ from what schools
offered in literacy instruction before
the project?

• What kinds of support do teachers
need in order to understand high
quality delivery of music instruction
and teaching practices that will sup-
port music integration interventions
in their classrooms?

The Music Ventures curriculum and pro-
fessional development program differed
considerably from what, on the average,
schools like Beaumont offer in literacy
instruction. As reported by teachers, incor-
porating music into the core language lit-
eracy curriculum fundamental differences
include:

• the necessity for developing and
assessing diverse elements of music
literacy skills;

• the need for ‘teaching for transfer’
strategies for teaching fundamental
skills and processes shared across con-
trasting domains of literacy;

• the emphasis on the flexible inter-
change of multiple modalities of liter-
acy skill learning; and

• a wider range of class management
skills that include differentiated
instruction, learning center activities,
peer assessment, and large group cre-
ative and guided inquiry processes.

Teachers reported that the differences
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with measures of language literacy
skills? Are there specific subskill out-
comes in music literacy that best pre-
dict overall language literacy develop-
ment? Are there specific subskill out-
comes in language literacy that best
predict overall music literacy develop-
ment? 

(5)Are there significant differences
between the way the Music Ventures
program impacts English Language
(EL) Learners and English Only (EO)
Learners?

(6)In what ways does the level of class-
room teachers’ response to professional
development sessions predict evidence
of music learning and its integration
into the language arts curriculum?

P H A S E S  O F  T H E  M U S I C
V E N T U R E S  P R O J E C T

The Music Ventures Project evolved
through two phases. The first phase (in
2004) focused on a preliminary validity
and feasibility assessment of the Music
Ventures program for its curriculum
design, professional development pro-
gram, and capacity for data collection.
Data collected in this phase were primarily
from observations of professional develop-
ment sessions and classroom practices
associated with the Music Ventures pro-
gram and from informal interviews with
Anne Fennell, the program director and
author, and participants in the Beaumont
Elementary School.

The second phase of the project resulted in
an extensive collection and analysis of data
relevant to the impact of the Music
Ventures program. Based on the RUBRICS
CUBE methodology described below, data
collected included four critical factors of
the music-integrated literacy intervention
program that resulted in:

(1)A profile analysis of the written curricu-
lum design for its musical validity and
its potential for enhancing language
learning;

(2)An assessment of classroom teacher
professional training and professional
development outcomes primarily

through the analysis of teacher self-
evaluation surveys and interview pro-
tocols that profiled attitudes and com-
fort with curricular implementation of
the Music Ventures lesson plans
(n=16);

(3)Statistical evidence of student music
learning outcomes through pre-post
assessment of listening, performance,
and music symbol system skills through
the New England Conservatory Music
Literacy Skills test adapted for this proj-
ect (n=85); and

(4)Statistical evaluation of the relationship
between music literacy skill performance
tasks and a battery of language literacy
skill tests for all K-2 students (n=350).

The conditions for investigating the ques-
tions stated above were optimized through
four key quality-controlled elements of the
Music Ventures curriculum and profes-
sional development program designed and
implemented by Anne Fennell, an experi-
enced music specialist.12 These elements of
the program served as the basis for meas-
uring the impact of the music-integrated
language literacy instructional interven-
tion at the Beaumont Elementary School:

(1)The presence of a highly specific and
sequential framework of music lessons
and activities that provided ongoing,
open-ended opportunities for K-2 stu-
dents to learn musical perceptual, per-
formance, and reflective thinking skills
that support both musical and language
early literacy skill development;

(2)The provision of ongoing professional
development sessions for classroom
teachers in music and music-integrated
instruction throughout the academic year
in which the data collection took place;

(3)The creation of live and recorded
demonstrations of each phase of the
sequence of Music Ventures classroom
music lessons as a resource for partici-
pating teachers; and

(4)Guidance and facilitation of Music
Ventures learning center activities
designed to reinforce Music Ventures
demonstration sessions and to be

implemented by classroom teachers
independently.

RESULTS FROM THE
MUSIC VENTURES
CASE STUDY PROJECT
Findings from the Music Ventures Study
follow the structure and sequence of the
data collection strategies.

S T E P  O N E
Analysis of Music Ventures
Curriculum Design and Model
Lessons as a Precondition for
Examining Teacher Professional
Development and Student Learning
Outcomes

The Music Ventures 
Curriculum Design Profile

For many teachers interested in arts-inte-
grated teaching, it is the lesson plans that
provide clear criteria for the content and
implementation of an intervention pro-
gram. For researchers, the lesson plans can
serve as rigorous protocols for teaching
music-integrated literacy skills; the teach-
ers’ adherence to these protocols provides a
necessary control for an experimental
learning intervention. However, fealty to
the lesson plans by classroom teachers is
not likely unless, as was the case with the
Music Ventures program, the teachers find
the materials and demonstration lessons
clearly articulated, sequenced logically, and
adaptable to their classroom practices.

Rubric-based assessments were used to
profile the features of the Music Ventures
curriculum materials and professional
development program for their relevance
to teaching fundamental concepts of music
literacy and their transferability to lan-
guage literacy concepts, as well as their
practical utility for classroom teachers.

The results of the curriculum design rubric
applied to the Music Ventures curriculum
[Figure 1], profiles the relative strengths
and weaknesses of 23 curriculum design
features relevant to any curriculum used in
public schools.
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Figure 1: A profile of Music Ventures curriculum factors rated according to the MIENC Curriculum Design Rubric.  With respect to this profile, the research
and evaluation study focused most on issues of assessment, professional development, and meta-curricular aspects of the Music Ventures program.


